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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
McCormick Rankin Corporation retained Unterman McPhail Associates, Heritage 
Management Resource Consultants, to undertake a cultural heritage resource assessment 
for built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes on behalf of the Class 
Environmental Assessment Study for the 2nd Concession Improvements–Green Lane to 
Queensville Sideroad in the Town of East Gwillimbury, Regional Municipality of York. 

 

The Regional Municipality of York has initiated a Class Environmental Assessment 
(Class EA) study for the improvements of 2nd Concession between Green Lane and 
Queensville Sideroad in the Town of East Gwillimbury. This section of 2nd Concession is 
a 2-lane north-south roadway with a rural cross section. 

The Region is planning for future population and employment growth through 
community plans in the Queensville, Sharon and Holland Landing areas in the Town of 
East Gwillimbury. The Region’s transportation and roadway management strategies have 
identified future road network needs in the area of the 2nd Concession corridor between 
Green Lane and Queensville Sideroad, and therefore, initiated the 2nd Concession 
Improvements Class EA Study. 

Figure 1. Location of the 2nd 
Concession Study Corridor, 
Town of East Gwillimbury, 
Regional Municipality of 
York, Ontario [Google 
2011]. 
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The study is being conducted in accordance with Schedule C of the Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (2007) process, which is approved under the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act. The study will review the need and justification for 
possible improvements to the existing corridor and alternatives to the undertaking, 
including an evaluation of impacts on the environment of the alternative designs. Upon 
completion of the study, an Environmental Study Report will be filed for public review. 
 
1.1 Purpose of Report 
 
The principal objectives of this cultural heritage assessment report for the 2nd Concession, 
Town of East Gwillimbury are: 

o to prepare an historical summary of the development of the study corridor through 
the review of both primary and secondary sources as well as historical mapping; 

o to conduct a survey of the study corridor and its associated built heritage 
resources and cultural heritage landscapes; 

o to identify sensitivities for change in regard to cultural heritage resources; and 
o to make general mitigation recommendations respecting the proposed endeavour 

to regard to potential impacts to built heritage resources and cultural heritage 
landscapes. 

 
 
2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT & CULTURAL HERITAGE 
 RESOURCES  
 
The need for the identification, evaluation, management and conservation of Ontario's 
heritage is acknowledged as an essential component of environmental assessment and 
municipal planning in Ontario. 
  
For the most part, the analysis of cultural heritage resources in the study corridor 
addresses those above-ground, person-made heritage resources 40 years of age and older. 
The application of this rolling forty year principle is an accepted federal and provincial 
practice for the preliminary identification of cultural heritage resources that may be of 
heritage interest or value. Its application does not imply, however, that all built heritage 
resources or cultural heritage landscapes that are over forty years old are worthy of the 
same levels of protection or preservation.  

 
2.1 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act (EAA) 

 
Environmental assessments are undertaken under the Ontario Environmental Assessment 
Act. The EAA provides for the protection, conservation and wise management of 
Ontario’s environment. It defines environment in a broad sense that includes natural, 
social, cultural, economic and built environments. This broad definition of the 
environment makes the assessment of the impact of the undertaking on cultural heritage 
resources part of the standard environmental assessment process in Ontario. 



Cultural Heritage Assessment Report: Built Heritage & Cultural Heritage Landscapes Page 3 
Class EA Study for the 2nd Concession Improvements: Green Lane to 
Queensville Sideroad, Town of East Gwillimbury, Regional Municipality of York 
 
 

Unterman McPhail Associates  May 2011 
Heritage Resource Management Consultants 

Environmental assessments made under the EAA therefore assess and address the impact 
of the undertaking on cultural heritage resources. 
 
The analysis throughout the study process addresses that part of the Environmental 
Assessment Act, subsection 1(c), which defines “environment” to include: 

 
“...cultural conditions that influence the life of humans or a community”; 

 
as well as, 
 

 “any building, structure, machine or other device or thing made by humans”. 
 
Infrastructure undertakings such as road improvements and widenings may potentially 
affect cultural heritage resources in a number of ways. The effects may include 
displacement if direct impacts through removal or demolition and/or disruption or 
indirect impacts by the introduction of physical, visual, audible or atmospheric elements 
that are not in keeping with the character of the cultural heritage resources and, or their 
setting. 
 
2.1.1 Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA)  
 
The Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (October 2000, as amended 2007) 
outlines a procedure whereby municipalities can comply with the requirements of the 
Environmental Assessment Act. It identifies potential positive and negative effects of 
projects such as road improvements and facility expansions or projects to facilitate a new 
service. The process includes an evaluation of impacts on the natural and social 
environment including culture. The Municipal Class EA applies to municipal 
infrastructure projects including roads, water and wastewater projects.  
 
Since projects undertaken by municipalities can vary in their environmental impact, such 
projects are classified in terms of schedules. Schedule A generally includes normal or 
emergency operational and maintenance activities where the environmental effects of 
these activities are usually minimal, and therefore these projects are pre-approved. A 
Schedule A+ activity is pre-approved by the Ministry of the Environment, and therefore 
work can proceed upon public notification of the project. Schedule B generally includes 
improvements and minor expansions to existing facilities where there is the potential for 
some adverse environmental impacts and therefore, the municipality is required to 
proceed through a screening process including consultation with those who may be 
affected and Schedule C generally includes the construction of new facilities and major 
expansions to existing facilities, and these projects proceed through a five phased 
environmental assessment planning process.  
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2.2 Ontario Heritage Act (OHA) 
 
The OHA gives the Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Culture the responsibility for the 
conservation, protection and preservation of Ontario’s culture heritage resources. Section 
2 of the Ontario Heritage Act (OHA) charges the Minister with the responsibility to, 
 

 “...determine policies, priorities and programs for the conservation, protection and 
preservation of the heritage of Ontario.” 
 

The Ministry of Tourism and Culture describes heritage buildings and structures, cultural 
heritage landscapes and archaeological resources as cultural heritage resources. Since 
cultural heritage resources may be impacted adversely by both public and private land 
development, it is incumbent upon planning and approval authorities to consider heritage 
resources when making planning decisions.  

 
Heritage attributes, in relation to a property, are defined in the OHA as the attributes of 
the property that cause it to have cultural heritage value or interest. Part IV of the OHA 
enables municipalities to list, and to designate by by-law properties of cultural value or 
interest after consultation with its municipal advisory committee, if one is appointed. 
Under OHA subsection 27 (1), the municipal clerk is required to keep a current register of 
properties of cultural heritage value or interest located in their municipality. The 
municipal register must include all properties designated under Part IV of the OHA by the 
municipality or by the Minister of Tourism and Culture. Municipal designation of 
heritage resources under Part IV the OHA publicly recognizes and promotes awareness of 
heritage properties, provides a process for ensuring that changes to a heritage property are 
appropriately managed and that these changes respect the property’s heritage value. This 
includes protection from demolition. Once a property has been designated and notice has 
been given to the Ontario Heritage Trust, the property is then listed on the provincial 
register of heritage properties. 

 
The alteration process under the OHA section 33 helps to ensure the heritage attributes of 
a designated property, and therefore its heritage value, are conserved. If an owner of a 
designated property wishes to make alterations to the property that affects the property’s 
heritage attributes, the owner must obtain written consent from the council. This applies 
not only to the alteration of the buildings or structures but also to alterations of other 
aspects of the designated property, such as landscape features or natural features, which 
have been identified as heritage attributes.  
 
The OHA subsection 27 (1.2) also allows a property that is not designated, but considered 
to be of cultural heritage interest or value by the municipal council, to be placed on the 
register. This is commonly referred to as “listing”. In many cases, listed (non-designated 
properties) are candidates for designation protection under OHA section 29. Once a 
property is listed under the OHA, any application to demolish the building on a listed 
property is delayed for 60 days under OHA 27(3).  
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Subsection 41. (1) in Part V of the OHA enables the council of a municipality to 
designate the entire municipality or any defined area or areas of the municipality as a 
Heritage Conservation District (HCD). Potential districts can be found in urban and rural 
environments. They may comprise an area with a group or complex of buildings, or a 
larger area with many buildings and properties. It may also comprise an entire 
municipality with a concentration of heritage resources with special character or 
historical association that distinguishes it from its surroundings. The clerk of a 
municipality shall keep a register of all heritage conservation districts designated under 
Part V that are situated in the municipality and shall ensure that the register contains a 
map or description of the area of each such heritage conservation district. Following the 
passing of the bylaw to designate a HCD and to adopt a district plan, notice of the bylaw 
and particulars of the HCD must be provided to the Trust for inclusion on the Provincial 
Register. 
 
2.3 Ministry of Tourism and Culture (MTC) 
 
The Minister of Tourism and Culture (MTC) is responsible for the administration of the 
Ontario Heritage Act and is responsible for determining policies, priorities and programs 
for the conservation, protection and preservation of Ontario’s heritage, which includes 
cultural heritage landscapes, built heritage and archaeological resources. MTC provides 
information such s EA guidelines and conservation toolkits and information sheets to 
assist in the identification, evaluation and conservation of cultural heritage resources. 
Parks Canada Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in 
Canada and the MTC’s Eight Guiding Principles assist when impacts to resources are 
identified. 
 
MTC guidelines for environmental assessment are, Guideline for Preparing the Cultural 
Heritage Resource Component of Environmental Assessments (October 1992), and, 
Guidelines on the Man-Made Heritage Component of Environmental Assessments (1980). 
The Guidelines on the Man-Made Heritage Component of Environmental Assessments 
state: 
 

“When speaking of man-made heritage we are concerned with works of man and the 
effects of his activities in the environment rather than with moveable human artifacts 
or those environments that are natural and completely undisturbed by man.” 
 

The MTC guidelines state one may distinguish broadly between two basic ways of 
visually experiencing cultural heritage resources in the environment, that is, as cultural 
heritage landscapes and as built heritage. Cultural heritage landscapes are a geographical 
area perceived as a collection of individual person-made built heritage resources set into 
a whole such as historical settlements, farm complexes, waterscapes, roadscapes, 
railways, etc. They emphasize the interrelationship of people and the natural environment 
and convey information about the processes and activities that have shaped a community. 
Cultural heritage landscapes may be organically evolved landscapes as opposed to 
designed landscapes. Some are ‘continuing landscapes’, which maintain the historic use 
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and continue to evolve, while others are ‘relict landscapes’ where the evolutionary 
process has come to an end but important landscape or built heritage resources from its 
historic use are still visible. 
 
Built heritage comprises individual, person-made or modified, parts of a cultural heritage 
landscape such as buildings or structures of various types including, but not limited to, 
cemeteries, planting and landscaping structures, etc. 
 
The guidelines also describe the attributes necessary for the identification and evaluation 
of any discrete aggregation of person-made features or cultural heritage landscapes and 
the attributes necessary for the identification and evaluation of built heritage resources.  
 
 
3.0 ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 
 
3.1 Methodology 
 
For the purposes of this built heritage resource and cultural heritage landscape assessment 
for the 2nd Concession Class EA, Unterman McPhail Associates undertook the following 
tasks:  

o the identification of major historical themes and activities of the study corridor 
through historical research and a review of topographical and historic mapping; 

o the identification of associated built heritage resources and cultural heritage 
landscapes within the study area through major historical themes and activities 
and historic mapping;  

o completion of the field survey of the study corridor in February 2009 to review 
and identify built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes older than 40 
years of age within and adjacent to the study corridor;  

o the preparation of an Existing Conditions Report to inform the study team about 
the survey results; 

o consultation with the Town of East Gwillimbury with regard to its heritage 
inventory and designated properties;  

o a screening for provincial and federal heritage interests; 
o an assessment of preferred alternative for the study corridor to identify 

sensitivities for change to built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes 
in March 2011; and 

o the preparation of a Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (CHAR). 
 
3.2 Public Consultation and Recognition 
 
The Town of East Gwillimbury was contacted in March 2011 to update information in 
regard to built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes sensitivities within the 
study area. The Town indicated that one (1) property, namely, No. 20372 2nd Concession, 
is municipally designated under the OHA within the study corridor. As well, the Town 
confirmed it has been the process of updating and revising its heritage inventory in the 
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past year. As a result, a number of properties within or adjacent to the 2nd Concession 
study corridor are included on the Town’s most recent heritage inventory. At this time, 
the Town of East Gwillimbury Council has not adopted the heritage inventory as a 
municipal heritage register under the Ontario Heritage Act. Therefore the inventory does 
not have statutory compliance measures under the Act. The properties listed on the 
heritage inventory have been noted in Table 1 of this report. 
 
There are no federally or provincially recognized or protected properties within or 
adjacent to the study corridor.  
 
  
4.0 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
4.1 East Gwillimbury Township 
 
In 1783, the Mississaugas sold a tract of land stretching from Cataraqui near Kingston to 
the Etobicoke Creek along the north shore of Lake Ontario to the British government. 
This land acquisition was further clarified in a confirmatory treaty in 1805. The 
Mississaugas continued to claim seven townships south of Lake Simcoe, and in April 
1923, a treaty was signed with the Ojibways and Mississaugas for land between Lake 
Simcoe and Lake Ontario.  
 
In 1788, Lord Dorchester, Governor of Canada divided the western part of the old 
province of Quebec into four administrative districts named Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, 
Nassau and Hesse. A judge and sheriff were appointed for each one. Quebec was 
subsequently split into Upper and Lower Canada in 1791. When John Graves Simcoe 
became the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada he subdivided the four districts into 
nineteen counties for the purposes of parliamentary representation and military 
organization and the districts were renamed. The County of York was one of the original 
counties established in 1791. The Township of East Gwillimbury was included within the 
County of York in the Home District, formerly the Nassau District. In 1816, Wentworth 
and Halton Counties were separated from the County of York; in the same year, 
Gwillimbury Township was established as a municipal unit within York County. It was 
divided into East Gwillimbury and North Gwillimbury in 1840. In 1851, the Home 
District was divided into counties of York, Peel and Ontario. York County officially 
became a separate government entity in 1852. 
 
In the early 1790s, Lieutenant–Governor Sir John Graves Simcoe decided to open a 
military road from York on Lake Ontario to Georgian Bay on Lake Huron. Yonge Street, 
in combination with the Penetanghuishene Road, would provide access to the upper lakes 
with Holland Landing as a major point on this route. Holland Landing, as the 
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northernmost point on the original alignment of Yonge Street, was designated as an 
inland port due to the navigable section of the East Branch Holland River north of the 
landing to Lake Simcoe. However, it never served its intended role on the transportation 
route.  
 
East Gwillimbury Township was named for the unmarried name of Elizabeth Simcoe, 
wife of Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada Sir John Graves Simcoe. Augustus Jones 
surveyed and opened Yonge Street through East Gwillimbury Township in 1794. John 
Stegman conducted the first survey of the East Gwillimbury Township lands in 1800 and 
Mr. Hambly completed a survey in 1803. Further township surveys were conducted later 
in the 19th century. The initial survey system imposed a settlement grid system on the 
land that persists to this day. East Gwillimbury was laid out in a single front system that 
divided the township into north-south concessions set 1¼ miles apart. Nine concessions 
were surveyed east of Yonge Street; a single concession located to the west of Yonge 
Street was originally part of West Gwillimbury Township. The area was further divided 
by seven sideroads set 1¼ miles apart and running east and west, to the north of and 
parallel to the boundary with Whitchurch Township. Each concession block was divided 
into five 200-acre lots between every two side roads, with the lot boundaries parallel to 
the sideroads. The government reserved land on the East Branch Holland River and the 
northern part of the reserve was designated as the Lower Landing. Samuel Wilmot 
surveyed the Lower Landing area as the Holland Landing Town Plot in 1811. It 
contained a few buildings and a fort named Gwillimbury.1 The settlement was named 
Holland Landing after Samuel Holland, the first Surveyor-General of British North 
America. 
 
Although the first township settlers arrived in 1798, two years before the township survey 
began, the settlement of the township began in earnest in the early 1800s. The land was 
transformed from wilderness into an agricultural landscape with small hamlets and 
villages including Holland Landing on Yonge Street and Queensville and Sharon on 
Leslie Street by the mid 1800s. Many of the early settlers were United Empire Loyalists 
and Quakers. The UEL were attracted to the area by land grants and the Quakers because 
they were able to practice their faith in peace. David Willson and family settled at Sharon 
in 1801; Willson established the religious sect known as The Children of Peace and the 
sect built the Sharon Temple. When the War of 1812 began, Yonge Street was improved 
to provide better transportation for troops and supplies. A regular stagecoach traveled up 
and down the road in the early 1800s. Steamboats at Holland landing provided 
transportation further north. By 1830, the township population numbered 1106 people.2  
 

                                                 
1 Illustrated Historical Atlas of the County of York (Miles & Co.: Toronto) 1878, XVII. 
2 Ibid, X. 
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In 1846, Smith’s Gazetteer described Gwillimbury East Township as, 
 
A Township in the Home District; is bounded on the north by the township of North 
Gwillimbury; on the west by West Gwillimbury; on the south by Whitchurch; and on 
the east by Scott. In East Gwillimbury, 28,380 acres are taken up, 9,215 of which are 
under cultivation. This township has been settled about forty-five years; and contains 
a mixed population consisting principally of Pennsylvanian Dutch and their 
descendents, Canadians, Irish, with a few English and Scotch. There are many very 
excellent farms in the township. The quality of the soil varies, some part being hilly 
and poor; but a large portion of the township consists of rolling land, with good 
timber. An extensive swamp runs through the north of the township. The villages of 
Sharon and Queensville, and part of Holland Landing, are in the township…. There 
are two grist mills and five saw mills in the township. Population in 1842, 1,796.3 
 

The allowance for Concession 2 was surveyed as a north to south road between Yonge 
Street and Leslie Street. Since Yonge Street and Leslie Street developed as two of the 
principal land transportation routes to Lake Simcoe in the 19th century, Concession 2 
remained as a rural concession road without hamlets and villages. It appears as an open 
road on the Tremaine Map (1860) and Illustrated Historical Atlas (1878).  
 
The Northern Railway was opened for traffic through the southwesterly corner of East 
Gwillimbury in 1855. In 1860, Tremaine’s map depicted a settled rural landscape along 
the 2nd Concession with a railway crossing at Lot 8, Concession 2 and Lot 103, 1EYS and 
millponds on the East Holland River at Lundy’s grist mill on Lots 6 and 7, Concession 2 
and Lot 104, 1 EYS (Appendix). There were established population centres at Holland 
Landing on Yonge Street and Queensville and Sharon on Leslie Street in the vicinity of 
the 2nd Concession in East Gwillimbury and Newmarket to the south. The township map 
in the Illustrated Historical Atlas (1877) continues to show a rural landscape (Appendix), 
the Northern Railroad crossing and the grist mill on Lot 7, Concession 2 as well as a 
woolen factory on Lot 104, 1 EYS and a schoolhouse on Lot 10, Concession 2. Holland 
Landing was described as the principal village in the township.  
 
For the most part, East Gwillimbury continued as an agricultural landscape to the end of 
the 19th century and into the 20th century. Plans for a canal from Aurora through 
Newmarket to Holland Landing on the East Branch of Holland River to Lake Simcoe was 
developed and acted upon in 1904 to 1911, before it was stopped by a change in federal 
government in early 1912. The 2nd Concession continued to serve as a local rural road for 
most of the 20th century. Twentieth century topographical maps show the 2nd Concession 
remained as a gravel surfaced road into the latter part of the century. Farmsteads were 
scattered along its length.  
 
The Upper Holland River Conservation Authority was formed in 1951; in 1960, it 
became the Holland Valley Conservation Authority. In 1966, the Conservations 

                                                 
3 Wm. H. Smith, Smith’s Canadian Gazetteer (Toronto, Ontario: H&W Rowsell, 1846) 73. 
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Authority Branch of the Province recommended that portions of the Newmarket Canal 
should be purchased. As a result, the Authority bought 86 acres of land belonging to the 
estate of Russell T. Rogers on the lands adjacent to Lock No. 2 at the 2nd Concession. 
This became the Rogers Reservoir Conservation Area. Further land acquisitions were 
made in the late 1960s enlarging the conservation area to 96.3 acres. At this time Lock 
No. 2 was modified; the sluices were blocked raising the water level to create the pond on 
the east side.4 In 1970, the Holland Valley Conservation Authority became the current 
Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority.5 
 
In 1971, the Region of York was created from the County of York with the former East 
Gwillimbury Township designated as a Town bound by the Towns of Newmarket and 
Whitchurch-Stouffville on the south, Uxbridge on the east, Georgina on the north and 
King Township on the west. 
 
4.2 Newmarket Canal  
 
With the success of the Erie Canal in New York State, canal-planning and building 
became popular in Ontario to promote the economy.. In Newmarket, local farmers and 
businessmen frustrated with the inefficiency and expensive of shipping products to 
market on freight trains and along roadways supported the idea of a canal linking Lake 
Ontario to Lake Simcoe along the Rouge and Holland river systems. It existed in plan as 
early as 1800, but by 1850, the canal still remained no more than an idea. 
 
In 1904, as a result of the Grand Trunk Railway significantly raising its freight rates, 
political and public attention turned to the idea of an alternative transportation route via a 
canal from Aurora to Newmarket and on to Holland Landing by way of the East Holland 
River and to Lake Simcoe. A public meeting was held on September 10, 1904, to discuss 
the idea of a canal linking with the newly opened Trent Valley Canal system. The federal 
government approved a preliminary survey on September 30, 1904 and the government 
engineer visited the area in October. The Newmarket Council finalized a proposal to be 
submitted to the Federal Government in February 10, 1905, and a deputation including 
Sir William Mulock, MP for Newmarket, and a number of civic leaders traveled to 
Ottawa to present its case to the government for the subsidization of the Newmarlet 
Canal.6 E.J. Walsh, chief of the Trent surveys, conducted a feasibility and topographic 
survey in March to June 1905 and the government on June 30, 1905 received the 
engineering report. E.J. Walsh’s canal plan required the canal be built in three sections, 
dredging of the Holland River, four locks at three locations, a swing bridge, three dams, 
retaining walls, pipe culverts and a dock.7 Despite warnings by engineers that the 
watershed might not be able to provide enough water flow to operate the canal, the 

                                                 
4 George Luesby, “The Newmarket Canal 1904-1912“, The Newmarket Historical Society Occasional 
Papers (Volume 2, Number 2, Summer 1989) 19. 
5 Ibid, 19. 
6 Luesby, 10. 
7Ibid, 7.  
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federal government approved the expenditure of $100,000 for the project in July of that 
year.8 
 
The canal project became known as the Holland River Division of the Trent Canal 
System, and locally the Newmarket or Holland River Canal. The federal Department of 
Railways and Canals was responsible for its construction. It developed the project 
specifications in 1905-06, altering Walsh’s original plans in order to increase the 
expenses and hopefully to end the project. The new specification extended the lock length 
from 142 to 175 feet and provided for thicker wall to accommodate a change in the water 
feeder system.9 Despite the increased costs due to the changes, contracts were awarded in 
May 1906 for dredging the Holland River from Cook’s Bay to Holland Landing and to 
build a road at the Lower Landing. Work began in 1906 with the first part of the canal 
route being dredged from Lake Simcoe to Holland Landing.  
 
Dredging at the mouth of the Holland River resumed in May 1907. Construction 
contracts for the construction of the canal locks between Newmarket and Holland 
Landing were awarded in June 1907. Some dredging difficulties occurred in October 
1907 with the result the contractor quit and although new tenders were called no new 
contract was let.10 In February 1908, the government announced construction contracts 
were to be awarded for the excavation and construction of the canal locks. Work began in 
May 1908. Lock No. 3 was almost completed by September 1908; the concrete dam and 
lock chambers for Lock No. 2 were completed on September 30, 1910 and the excavation 
of Lock No. 1 started.11  
 
Political opposition to the Liberal government’s support of the canal project became an 
issue in the election of December 1910. With the election of a new Conservative 
government under Robert Borden and the defeat of the local Liberal MP, the new 
government cancelled the canal project due to design problems, construction delays and 
over expenditures in early January 1914. Despite local opposition to the cancellation the 
Government held firm to its decision to cancel the contracts. 
 
By January 1912, three locks, three of the four swing bridges and a turning basin and 
about 80% of the excavation work had been completed. Very little had been completed 
between Holland Landing and Lake Simcoe.12 All work was stopped by August 1912. 
When work was halted, about 83% of the work was completed; by July 1913 all 
equipment had been removed and the site abandoned.13 It was never used. When 
abandoned the canal included the main lock structures, the dams, spillways and 
approachments and four swing bridges, located at Lower Landing (Queensville 

                                                 
8 Ibid, 11. 
9 Ibid, 9. Engineering drawings made between 1907 and 1910 are held by the Trent/Severn Canal 
Authority, Peterborough, Ontario.  
10 Ibid, 11. 
11 Ibid, 12. 
12 Ibid, 9. 
13 Ibid, 16. 
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Sideroad), Lock No. 1 Holland Landing, Lock No. 2 North Main Street (2nd Concession), 
and at Green Lane. 
 
The three canal locks are similar in design with the exception of the dams. The lock 
chambers are similar in size though different in depth and the lock gates were never 
installed in the lock chambers.14 The concrete walls of the lock chambers measured 12-ft. 
thick at the base, tapering to 5-ft. tick at the top. The floor of the lock chamber was 3-ft. 
thick and the chamber 33-ft. wide. Lock No. 2 was 27 feet deep. The original swing iron 
bridge at Lock No. 2 was replaced in 1980 by the present bridge structure.  
 
Early twentieth century topographical maps mark the Newmarket Canal along the East 
Branch Holland River.  
 
 
5.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE CULTURAL HERITAGE LANDSCAPE AND 
 BUILT HERITAGE 
 
For the purposes of built heritage and cultural heritage landscape identification, this 
section provides a brief description of the existing environment for the 2nd Concession 
study corridor from Green Lane north to Queensville Sideroad, in the Town of East 
Gwillimbury. 
 
5.1 Description of the Existing Environment 
 
The Schomberg Clay Plain is located along the northern slopes of the Oak Ridges 
Moraine. In the area of Newmarket the surface under the clay is that of a druminlized till 
plain resulting in a rolling relief. Between Newmarket and Holland Landing considerable 
dissection has resulted in rough topography.15 The original vegetation was hardwood 
forest. Three watercourses cross the road, namely the East Holland River at Rogers 
Reservoir Conservation Area, a culvert just north of Mount Albert Road and a culvert 
south of Queensville Sideroad. The East Holland River is a principal tributary of the 
Holland River watershed within the southwest corner of the Lake Simcoe watershed.  
 
The clay plains within the study corridor were well settled and cleared of forests in the 
first half of the 19th century. Mixed farming with wheat growing was a major pursuit for 
many years in the 19th century. Dairy farming developed in the late 19th century and 
continued into the 20th century. In the latter part of the 20th century the remaining 
farmsteads decreased in number and increased in size.  
 
 

                                                 
14 Ibid. 
15 L.J. Chapman and D.F. Putnam, The Physiography of Southern Ontario. 3rd edition ( Ministry of Natural 
Resources, 1984), 176-177. 
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Figure 2. Study Corridor for 2nd Concession between Green Lane and Queensville Road [MRC 
2011]. 
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Concession 2, which was surveyed as a concession road in the first township survey of 
1800, runs north to south between Yonge Street and Leslie Street. It developed as a rural 
concession road, gravel covered for most of the 20th century, to generally service local 
traffic. It follows a hilly terrain and the posted speed varies from 60 to 80 km/hr. Former 
and existing farmscapes and rural residential residences on subdivided lots generally line 
the road. North of Green Lane, Roger’s Road, a rural gravel road, meets with the 
concession road on the east side as an intersection. The road descends north into the river 
valley of the East Holland from Rogers Road to cross the GO Transit Barrie line, the East 
Holland River and the Newmarket of Holland River Canal. The Holland River Trail 
follows the east side of the 2nd Concession north of Green Lane and then winds to the 
west along the south side of the Holland River. Parking for the trail is located on the east 
side of the 2nd Concession at the Rogers Reservoir Conservation Area at the railroad 
crossing. The 96-hectare Rogers Reservoir Conservation Area includes the trail system 
along the river and the Holland Canal Lock No. 2.  
 
At the East Holland River, 2nd Concession crosses the watercourse on a concrete rigid 
frame bridge built in 1980. Lock No. 2 of the Holland River Canal was built as part of for 
a shipping canal between Newmarket and Holland Landing at Lake Simcoe. The Holland 
River trail is located on the west side of the Second Concession at the East Holland 
River. 
 
2nd Concession then climbs out of the valley on the north of the East Branch of the 
Holland River. A distinctive characteristic of the road is the rail fencing in front of the 
many of the farmsteads. Some farmsteads are set a distance from the road while others 
are set closer to the road. Some subdivision for rural residences has occurred. Mount 
Albert Road crosses 2nd Concession in an east to west direction. The eastern limit of the 
original Holland Landing survey is situated on the northwest corner of Mount Albert 
Road and the 2nd Concession. Between Mount Albert Road and Doane Road there is a 
residential subdivision in the northwest corner of the intersection south of Hillcrest Drive 
and then principally a rural agricultural landscape.  
 
Doane Road crosses 2nd Concession east to west with a jogged intersection. The jog is a 
result of the original survey of the township. North of Doane Road, a modern residential 
subdivision is accessed by Algonquin Forest Road on the east. 2nd Concession descends 
down into the Lake Simcoe Watershed to Queensville Sideroad, providing a scenic and 
panoramic view to the north. Queensville Sideroad is an east to west, two lane improved 
paved road.  
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5.2 Description of Identified Cultural Heritage Landscape and Built Heritage 
Resources 

 
A total of twenty-two (22) cultural heritage landscapes and built heritage resources of 40 
years and older were identified along the study corridor between Green Lane and 
Queensville Sideroad (Table 1). They include nine (9) built heritage resources 
comprising residences and thirteen (13) cultural heritage landscapes including 
roadscapes, a waterscape, an engineering landscape and farm complexes.  

There is one (1) municipally designated property located along the study corridor at No. 
20372 2nd Concession (BHR 21). There are no cemeteries or provincially or federally 
recognized properties identified within or adjacent to the study corridor. There are seven 
(7) sites on the Town of East Gwillimbury heritage inventory, namely, CHL 4 (2 sites), 
CHL 6, BHR 9, BHR 10, CHL 11 and BHR 21. The larger agricultural landscape along 
the full study corridor, although considered to be a cultural heritage landscape, is 
consistent along the length of the study corridor. It has not been included Table 1.  

Three (3) properties on the Town of East Gwillimbury heritage inventory were identified 
within the larger study area adjacent to 2nd Concession on other roads. They are: a farm 
complex at No. 574 Green Lane; a property located at No. 20 Rogers Road; and an older 
brick residence located at No. 641 Queensville Sideroad. Due to their location away from 
the 2nd Concession corridor where road improvements will occur, they are not included in 
Table 1. 

The identified cultural heritage resources in Table 1 have been complied from the results 
of the February 2009 roadside survey, the Existing Conditions Report (March 2009) and 
from information provided by the Town of East Gwillimbury in March 2011in regard to 
its core heritage inventory of all historically significant buildings and areas. Currently, 
the Town’s heritage inventory is being revised; it is created and maintained by the 
Heritage East Gwillimbury Advisory Committee. "Interest Plaques" are placed on 
buildings or houses of historical or architectural interest older than 1910.  
 
The resources listed in Table 1 are numbered from south to north along the 2nd 
Concession study corridor. The photographs in Table 1 were taken in February 2009 
during the field survey. When a survey photograph for a resource was not available, an 
aerial of the location has been provided. The locations of the identified built heritage 
resources and cultural heritage landscapes are mapped on Figures 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 
10. 
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TABLE 1: IDENTIFIED CULTURAL HERITAGE RESOURCES: 2 ND CONCESSION BETWEEN GREEN LANE AND 
QUEENSVILLE SIDEROAD  
Site # Resource 

Type 
Category Location Description Photograph/Aerial/Map 

1.  CHL Transportation: 
Road 

2nd Concession 
(Lots 101 to 115, 
Concession 1 EYS and Lots 
1 to 20, Concession 2, 
Town of East Gwillimbury) 

Roadscape: 
This 19th century, two lane, paved, rural road follows 
a hilly topography and has narrow gravel shoulders, 
grass ditches, some tree lines, and several examples 
of rail fencing. This scenic road crosses a railway 
line, canal and a river. There are significant 
viewscapes to the north and south along the road. 
The rail fencing is distinguishing characteristic of 
the roadscape. 

 
View north from No. 18537. 

 
View south to Doane Road 
intersection. 

 
View north from No. 19897. 
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2.  CHL Transportation: 
Road 

Rogers Road 
(Lots 7 and 8, Concession 
2, Town of East 
Gwillimbury) 

Roadscape: 
This two lane, rural gravel road runs east-west on 
the east side of the 2nd Concession between Lots 7 
and 8, Concession 2. A road in this approximate 
location is shown on the East Gwillimbury 
Township map in the Illustrated Historical Atlas 
(1878) thus indicating its 19th century origins 
providing access to a grist mill. 

 
View to Rogers Road entrance. 

3.  CHL Transportation: 
Rail 

GO Transit Barrie Line and 
2nd Concession 
(Lot 103, Con. 1 EYS and 
Lot 8, Con 2, Town of East 
Gwillimbury) 

Railscape: 
This railway line follows the route of the 19th 
century Northern Railroad. The line is shown on the 
East Gwillimbury Township map in the Illustrated 
Historical Atlas (1878).  

 
View north to railway crossing. 

4.  CHL Recreational Roger’s Reservoir and 2nd 
Concession 

Roger’s Reservoir Conservation Area: 
This recreational area includes the Holland River 
Trail along the south side of the East Holland River 
as well as the Holland River Canal structures and 
part of the East Holland River. 
 
Roger’s Reservoir and the Holland River Trail 
are listed on the Heritage East Gwillimbury 
Heritage Advisory Committee Heritage 
Inventory. 

 
Aerial of the Roger’s Reservoir 
Conservation Area at the 2nd 
Concession [Google 2011]. 
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5.  CHL Waterscape East Holland River and 2nd 
Concession 
(Lots 103 and 104, Con. 1 
EYS and Lots 8 and 9, Con. 
2, Town of East 
Gwillimbury) 

East Holland River: 
This watercourse is a principal tributary of the 
Holland River watershed. Generally, it runs north 
from the Town of Newmarket to Holland Landing 
where it joins up with the West Holland River and 
on to Lake Simcoe. It was surveyed route of the 
Holland Canal between Newmarket and Holland 
Landing. 
  

Aerial view of the Holland River 
crossing at 2nd Concession and the 
Holland River Canal engineering 
works.  

6.  CHL Transportation: 
Water 

East Holland River and 2nd 
Concession  
(Lots 103 and 104, Con. 1 
EYS and Lots 8 and 9, Con. 
2, Town of East 
Gwillimbury) 

Holland River Canal: 
The landscape includes the remnants of the early 
20th century Holland River Canal including: 
o concrete retaining and wing walls,  
o Lock No. 2 with a lock guard gate 
o Spillway, and  
o A swing bridge.  
 
Listed on the Heritage East Gwillimbury 
Heritage Advisory Committee Heritage 
Inventory. 
 
The construction of several canal locks was started 
in 1906 along the river at Newmarket and Green 
Lane as part of a 'Holland River Canal'. It was 
officially designated as the Holland River Division 
of the Trent Canal System. Work was stopped in 
1912 and the canal was never finished. The canal 
has been referred to as the “Ghost Canal” because it 
was never used. Although not 40 years and older, the 
Rogers Reservoir Bridge, Site No. 34-32 B1280 
(MTO Site No., 37-01037), a two span, precast 
concrete box girder bridge with a concrete deck and 
aluminum handrails built in 1980, has a plaque 
commemorating its construction.  
 

 
West side of the canal structure. 

 
West entrance to canal lock. 
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Southeast section of canal structure. 

 
View south over former swing bridge. 

 
West elevation of swing bridge. 
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West Elevation of Rogers Reservoir 
Bridge (1980) and plaque (below). 

 
7.  CHL Agricultural 

 
18805 2nd Concession, east 
side (Lot 9, Con. 2, Town 
of East Gwillimbury)  

Farm Complex: 
This farm is et a distance back from road and not 
clearly visible. It comprises an older farmhouse with 
a gambrel barn. 

 
View east to farm complex set on hill. 
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8.  BHR Residential 18823 2nd Concession, east 
side (Lot 9, Con. 2, Town 
of East Gwillimbury) 

Residence: 
This vernacular, 19th century, side gable residence 
appears to be much altered. It is set close to the 
roadside on top of an embankment.  

 
View east to front elevation. 

9.  BHR Residential 18839 2nd Concession, east 
side (Lot 9, Con. 2, Town 
of East Gwillimbury) 

Residence: 
This building is set back from the road and not 
clearly visible. According to information provided 
by the Town of East Gwillimbury, the farmhouse 
was built c1866. 
 
Listed on the Heritage East Gwillimbury 
Heritage Advisory Committee Heritage 
Inventory. 

 
View northeast to residence. 

10.  BHR Residential 18929 2nd Concession, east 
side (Lot 10, Con. 2, Town 
of East Gwillimbury) 

Residence: 
According to information provided by the Town of 
East Gwillimbury information, this c1968 house 
reused bricks from the former 1860 schoolhouse, 
S.S. No. 3, on the site.  
 
Listed on the Heritage East Gwillimbury 
Heritage Advisory Committee Heritage 
Inventory. 

 
View east to residence [Google 2011]. 
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11.  CHL Agricultural 
 

18969 2nd Concession, east 
side (Lot 10, Con. 2, Town 
of East Gwillimbury)  

Farm Complex: 
A sign notes “Grey Croft “c1808”. The building 
comprises a 1½ storey stone residence with a side 
gable roof. According to information provided by 
the Town of East Gwillimbury, the farmhouse was 
built c1830. A frame barn is located on-site. The 
view is obscured by vegetation. 
 
Listed on the Heritage East Gwillimbury 
Heritage Advisory Committee Heritage 
Inventory. 

 
View east to front elevation. 

12.  CHL Agricultural 
 

19064 2nd Concession, west 
side, (Lot 106, Con. 1EYS, 
Town of East Gwillimbury)  

Farm Complex: 
This property comprises a vernacular, early 20th 
century, 2 storey brick farmhouse with a hip roof 
and front gable. A barn and silo are set back from 
the road behind the farmhouse.  

 
View to southwest to farmhouse. 

13.  BHR Residential 19325 2nd Concession, west 
side (Lot 108, Con. 1 EYS, 
Town of East Gwillimbury) 

Residence: 
Vacant at the time of survey, this 1 storey frame 
residence is set very close to road. Possibly 
associated with the gambrel barn and smaller barn 
set to the rear at bottom of a slope of land. 

 
View northwest to residence. 
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14.  BHR Residential 19332 2nd Concession, east 
side (Lot 13 Con. 2, Town 
of East Gwillimbury) 

Residence: 
This 1½ storey, vernacular residence has a gable 
roof covered with metal roofing material and an 
altered front elevation with an enclosed porch and a 
large gable dormer. It possibly dates from c1900. 
The north south gable roof appears to be original. 

Front (west) elevation. 
15.  CHL Agricultural 

 
19419 2nd Concession, east 
side (Lot 14, Con. 2, Town 
of East Gwillimbury) 

Farm Complex: 
Set a distance back from road, the buildings 
associated with this site are not visible from road. 
An aerial view indicates a house and a barn structure 
The front of the property is delineated by a long 
gravel driveway and a rail fence along the roadside. 

 
Aerial view of farm complex [Google, 
2011]. 

16.  BHR Agricultural 
 

19540 2nd Concession, west 
side {Lot 109, Con 1EYS, 
Town of East Gwillimbury) 

Barn: 
This gable roof barn structure is set a distance back 
from the road at the end of a long gravel driveway. It 
appears to be late 19th century or early 20th century 
in age. 

 
View to west to barn. 
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17.  CHL Agricultural 
 

19575 2nd Concession, east 
side (Lot 14, Con. 2, Town 
of East Gwillimbury) 

Farm Complex: 
This property comprises a farmhouse, age not 
discernible, and a gambrel barn and silo set a 
distance back from the road. 

 
View northeast to farm complex. 

18.  CHL Agricultural 
 

19668 2nd Concession, 
West side, (Lot 110, Con. 1 
EYS, Town of East 
Gwillimbury) 

Farm Complex: 
Silas Wright  Farm. This site comprises a circa 1870, 
1½ storey stucco farmhouse with a centre gable, a 
south bay window and rear addition. A gambrel 
barn, silo and outbuildings are located to the west of 
the farmhouse. 

 
View northwest to farmhouse. 

19.  CHL Transportation: 
Road 

Doane Road (Lots 110 and 
11, Con. 1 EYS and Lot 15 
and16, Con. 2, Town of 
East Gwillimbury) 

Roadscape: 
Doane Road is a two lane, paved rural road that jogs 
at intersection indicating the original error in the 
early 19th century township survey. Its alignment 
was included in the original township survey and it 
is shown as an open road on the East Gwillimbury 
Township map in the Illustrated Historical Atlas 
(1878). 
 

 
View east on Doane Road from 2nd 
Concession. 



Cultural Heritage Assessment Report: Built Heritage & Cultural Heritage Landscapes Page 25 
Class EA Study for the 2nd Concession Improvements: Green Lane to 
Queensville Sideroad, Town of East Gwillimbury, Regional Municipality of York 
 

Unterman McPhail Associates  May 2011 
Heritage Resource Management Consultants 

20.  BHR Residential 19822 2nd Concession, west 
side (Lot 111, Con. 1 EYS, 
Town of East Gwillimbury) 

Residence: 
 
Pearson-Wright Property, This vernacular, mid 19th 
century, 1 storey residence, formerly a farmhouse, 
has a classic Georgian centre hall plan has a hip 
roof. It has been little altered and is set very close to 
road right-of-way.  

 
View northwest to front elevation. 

21.  BHR Residential 20034 2nd Concession, west 
side (Lot 112, Con. 1 EYS, 
Town of East Gwillimbury) 

Residence: 
This building was not visible during the survey due 
to vegetation and its set back from road. Town of 
East Gwillimbury information indicates the 
residence was built c1866. 
 
Listed on the Heritage East Gwillimbury 
Heritage Advisory Committee Heritage 
Inventory. 

Aerial view of property [Google 
2011]. 

22.  BHR Residential 20372 2nd Concession, west 
side (Lot 115, Con. 1 EYS, 
Town of East Gwillimbury) 

Residence: 
This 19th century, 1½ storey log house has a side 
gable roof. A plaque at gate states “Ellis Family, 
1837”.  
 
The property is municipally designated under 
Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act. It has an 
”Interest Plaque’. 

 
View west on drive to residence. 
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Figure 3: Identified Built Heritage Resource (BHR) and Cultural Heritage Landscapes (CHL) within and adjacent the 2nd Concession Study Corridor: 
Green Lane at Roger’s Road [MRC 2011 as adapted by UMcA]. 
 

 
Figure 4: Identified Built Heritage Resource (BHR) and Cultural Heritage Landscapes (CHL) within and adjacent the 2nd Concession Study Corridor: 
at East Holland River and North of East Holland River [MRC 2011 as adapted by UMcA].



Cultural Heritage Assessment Report: Built Heritage & Cultural Heritage Landscapes Page 27 
Class EA Study for the 2nd Concession Improvements: Green Lane to 
Queensville Sideroad, Town of East Gwillimbury, Regional Municipality of York 
 

Unterman McPhail Associates  May 2011 
Heritage Resource Management Consultants 

 

Figure 5: Identified Built Heritage Resource (BHR) and Cultural Heritage Landscapes (CHL) within and adjacent the 2nd Concession Study Corridor: 
South of Mount Albert Road [MRC 2011 as adapted by UMcA]. 
 

 
Figure 6: Identified Built Heritage Resource (BHR) and Cultural Heritage Landscapes (CHL) within and adjacent the 2nd Concession Study Corridor: 
North of Mount Albert Road [MRC 2011 as adapted by UMcA].
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Figure 7: Built Heritage Resource (BHR) and Cultural Heritage landscape (CHL) Map for South of Doane Road [MRC 2011 as adapted by UMcA]. 
 

 
Figure 8: Identified Built Heritage Resource (BHR) and Cultural Heritage Landscapes (CHL) within and adjacent the 2nd Concession Study Corridor: 
Doane Road [MRC 2011 as adapted by UMcA].
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Figure 9: Identified Built Heritage Resource (BHR) and Cultural Heritage Landscapes (CHL) within and adjacent the 2nd Concession Study Corridor: 
North of Doane Road [MRC 2011 as adapted by UMcA]. 
 

 
Figure 10: Identified Built Heritage Resource (BHR) and Cultural Heritage Landscapes (CHL) within and adjacent the 2nd Concession Study Corridor: 
South of Queensville Sideroad intersection [MRC 2011 as adapted by UMcA]. 
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6.0 POTENTIAL EFFECTS OF UNDERTAKING ON CULTURAL   
 HERITAGE RESOURCES 
 
6.1 Introduction 
 
This section provides a preliminary assessment of the potential adverse effects of the 
proposed road reconstruction and improvements. The conservation of cultural heritage 
resources in planning is considered to be a matter of public interest. Generally changes to a 
road such realignment and other improvements may have the potential to adversely affect 
cultural heritage landscapes and built heritage resources by displacement and/or disruption 
during, as well as after construction. Built heritage resources and/or cultural heritage 
landscapes may experience displacement, i.e., removal, if they are located within the 
rights-of-way of the undertaking. There may also be potential for disruption, or indirect 
impacts, to cultural heritage resources by the introduction of physical, visual, audible or 
atmospheric elements that are not in keeping with their character and, or setting. Where 
impacts may occur it is important to follow the Parks Canada Standards and Guidelines for 
the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada and the MTC’s Eight Guiding Principles 
 
6.2 Description of Potential Impacts 

For the preferred alternative, 2nd Concession will be widened from a two lane rural road to 
a four lane urban road between Green Lane and Doane Road. A boulevard with urban 
design features will be provided from just south of Green Lane northerly to the possible 
location of the future east-west collector road. A sidewalk will be provided on the west side 
of 2nd Concession from the location of the possible future location east-west collector road 
northerly to Doane Road. A multi-use path will be provided between the GO Rail corridor 
and Valley Trail in the vicinity of the Roger’s Reservoir Conservation Area and the 
Holland River Canal. Property acquisition will be required from all adjacent properties on 
the east and west sides of the study corridor from just south of Green Lane to Doane Road. 
The GO Rail will be grade separated (currently at grade), and there will be a new grade 
separated structure over the East Holland River on the east side of the existing structure. 
The historic canal lock will be preserved. The North Section to the north of Doane Road, 
2nd Concession will remain as a two lane rural road, except in the proximity of Algonquin 
Forest Drive where a centre turn lane will be added to accommodate turning movement. 
The agricultural land adjacent to the study corridor will not be affected significantly by the 
undertaking. 
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Figure 11. Recommended Plan for the Southern Portion of the Study Corridor [MRC, February 2011]. 
 

 
Figure 12. Recommended Plan for the Grade Separation at the GO Rail crossing and the East Holland 
River [MRC, February 2011].
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Figure 13. Recommended Plan for the Southern Portion of the Study Corridor [MRC, February 2011]. 
 
Direct Impacts 
 
There will be three (3) direct impacts, i.e., demolition of removal of cultural heritage 
resources. The heritage resources will be removed due to their location within the new road 
right-of-way and property buyout. 

o Residence, 18823 2nd Concession (BHR 8); and 
o Residence, 19332 2nd Concession (BHR 14). 
o Residence, 19822 2nd Concession (BHR 20). 

 
Indirect Impacts 

The character and setting of the 2nd Concession from  Green Lane northerly to Doane Road 
will be altered from a rural roadscape to an urban roadscape with four lanes of traffic, 
improved intersections and sidewalks as a result of road improvements and widening. A 
distinctive characteristic of the road is the rail fencing in front of the many of the 
farmsteads.  
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The setting and character of the farm complexes and residences identified as cultural 
heritage landscapes and built heritage resources located close to the road will be altered by 
property acquisition.  

The proposed grade separation for the GO Rail crossing and the crossing of the East 
Holland River will alter significantly the existing character and setting of the waterscape of 
the East Holland River and the engineering works associated with the Holland River Canal 
and the viewscape from 2nd Concession to the resources.  
 
Since planned changes to the alignment of Doane Road (CHL 19), including its 
intersection with 2nd Concession located within the study corridor of this EA study, are the 
subject of a separate EA study, indirect impact have not been identified for t his resource as 
part of this EA assessment.  
 
The following eleven (11) identified cultural heritage landscapes and built heritage 
resources found along the South Section of the study corridor from Green Lane to Doane 
Road may be potentially affected by improvements to the road and the acquisition of 
property for the widening of the 2nd Concession  
 
1. CHL 1, Roadscape, 2nd Concession 
 Urban improvements and widening of road from Green Lane to Doane Road will 

significantly alter the character and setting of the roadscape. 
 
2. CHL 2, Roadscape, Rogers Road 
 Urban improvements to the intersection with 2nd Concession will significantly alter the 

character and setting of the roadscape. 
 
3. CHL 3, Railscape, Go Rail Crossing 
 The Recommended Plan for the Grade Separation will significantly alter the character 

and setting of the railway crossing. 
 
4. CHL 4, Recreational , Roger’s Reservoir  
 The Recommended Plan for the Grade Separation will significantly alter the character 

and setting of the railway crossing. 
 
5. CHL 5, Waterscape, East Holland River 
 The Recommended Plan for the Grade Separation will significantly alter the character 

and setting of the railway crossing. 
 
6. CHL 6, Engineering Works, Holland River Canal 
 The Recommended Plan for the Grade Separation will significantly alter the character 

and setting of the railway crossing. 
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7. BHR 10, Residence,18929 2nd Concession 
 The residence will experience a change in its setting through alterations to the 2nd 

Concession including land acquisition, road widening and road improvement including 
a sidewalk and increased traffic. 

 
8. CHL 11, Farm Complex, 18969 2nd Concession 
 The farm complex will experience a change in its setting through alterations to the 2nd 

Concession including land acquisition, road widening and road improvement including 
a sidewalk and increased traffic. 

 
9. CHL 12, Farm Complex, 19064 2nd Concession 
 The farm complex will experience a change in its setting through alterations to the 2nd 

Concession including land acquisition, road widening and road improvement including 
a sidewalk and increased traffic. 

 
10. BHR 13, Residence, 19325 2nd Concession 
 The residence will experience a change in its setting through alterations to the 2nd 

Concession including land acquisition, road widening and road improvement including 
a sidewalk and increased traffic. 

 
11. CHL 18, Farm Complex, 19668 2nd Concession 
 The farm complex will experience a change in its setting through alterations to the 2nd 

Concession including land acquisition, road widening and road improvement including 
a sidewalk and increased traffic. 

 
 
7.0 MITIGATION RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
A proposed development such as road improvements and new road construction should not 
adversely affect cultural heritage resources and intervention should be managed in such a 
way that its impact is sympathetic with the value of the resources and that it minimizes or 
avoids an adverse effect to a cultural heritage resource. When the nature of the undertaking 
is such that adverse impacts are unavoidable it may be necessary to implement 
management or mitigation strategies that alleviate the deleterious effects to cultural 
heritage resources. Mitigation measures lessen or negate anticipated adverse impacts to 
cultural heritage resources. These measures may include such actions as avoidance, 
monitoring, protection, relocation documentation, salvage, remedial landscaping, etc., and 
may be a temporary or permanent action. 
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The principal heritage philosophy for the protection of cultural heritage resources is 
retention in situ. The protection of built heritage resources is to preserve in situ the 
structures and their material integrity to the maximum extent possible, consistent with 
public safety. The following heritage conservation options, listed in descending order of 
preference, should be considered within the context of the project:  

o Completion of a Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER) to determine heritage 
value or interest if needed. 

o Retention of the existing built heritage resource in situ if considered to be of 
sufficient heritage value or interest. 

o Relocation of the existing built heritage resource in a new location on its current 
site if considered to be of sufficient heritage value or interest. 

o Relocation of the existing built heritage resource to an appropriate new site nearby 
in its municipality, preferably in the vicinity of the existing site to preserve its 
historical value if considered to be of sufficient heritage value or interest. 

o Full recording and documentation of the built heritage resource and its associated 
cultural heritage landscape including a list of salvageable items if the structure is to 
be demolished. 

o Salvage of elements of the built heritage resource for incorporation into other 
structures. 

If a built heritage resource is to be vacated due to property acquisition by the Region, for 
removal or demolition, it should be properly secured from entry and vandalism and offered 
to prospective interested parties for removal off-site. If no interested parties come forward 
to move the building off-site, a qualified built heritage consultant should prepare a list of 
salvageable elements of the residence and a reputable contractor should salvage the 
building in a reasonable period of time. 
 
Table 2 contains mitigation recommendations for the cultural heritage resources located in 
the South Section of the Study Corridor from Green Lane to Doane Road that may be 
potentially affected by direct and indirect impacts as a result of the proposed road 
improvements and widening for the 2nd Concession EA.  
 
The North Section from Doane Road to Queensville Sideroad will not be subject to road 
improvements and road widening at this time, therefore there are no mitigation 
recommendations.  
 
If an cultural heritage resource listed in Table 1 is not included in Table 2, it is considered 
to be subject to low impacts as a result of the proposed road improvements and widening 
for the project and mitigation actions are not required.  
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TABLE 2: MITIGATION RECOMMENDATIONS FOR BUILT HERIT AGE RESOURCES (BHR) AND CULTURAL 
HERITAGE LANDSCAPES (CHL) WITHIN AND ADJACENT TO SO UTH SECTION OF 2ND CONCESSION STUDY 
CORRIDOR  
Site # Resource 

Type  
Location Description of Impact/Heritage Status Recommended Mitigation 

CHL 1 Roadscape 2nd 
Concession 

Indirect Impact 
Urban improvements to the intersection with 2nd 
Concession from Green Lane to Doane Road will 
significantly alter the character and setting of the 
roadscape. 
 

Documentation of the existing roadscape. 
 
Retention of rail fencing and tree lines along the 
study corridor where possible in urban design. 

CHL 4 Recreational  Roger’s 
Reservoir 

Indirect Impact 
The Recommended Plan for the Grade Separation will 
significantly alter the character and setting of the railway 
crossing. 
 
Listed on the Heritage East Gwillimbury Heritage 
Advisory Committee heritage Inventory. 
 
 

Remedial landscaping as needed. 

CHL 5 Waterscape East Holland 
River 

Indirect Impact 
The Recommended Plan for the Grade Separation will 
significantly alter the character and setting of the railway 
crossing. 
 
Listed on the Heritage East Gwillimbury Heritage 
Advisory Committee heritage Inventory. 
 
 

Documentation of the resource in association with 
the Holland River Canal. 
 

CHL 6 Engineering 
Works 

Holland 
River Canal 

Indirect Impact 
The Recommended Plan for the Grade Separation will 
significantly alter the character and setting of the railway 
crossing. 
 
Listed on the Heritage East Gwillimbury Heritage 
Advisory Committee heritage Inventory. 
 

Documentation of the resource and its associated 
cultural heritage landscape in association with the 
East Holland River. 
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Site # Resource 
Type  

Location Description of Impact/Heritage Status Recommended Mitigation 

BHR 8 Residential 18823 2nd 
Concession  

Direct Impact 
Acquisition of property for road widening will result in the 
removal or demolition of the residence. 

The mitigation recommendations include: 
o Completion of a Cultural Heritage Evaluation 

Report (CHER) to determine heritage value or 
interest if needed. 

o Retention of the existing built heritage 
resource in situ if considered to be of 
sufficient heritage value or interest. 

o Relocation of the existing built heritage 
resource in a new location on its current site if 
considered to be of sufficient heritage value or 
interest. 

o Relocation of the existing built heritage 
resource to an appropriate new site nearby in 
its municipality, preferably in the vicinity of 
the existing site to preserve its historical value 
if considered to be of sufficient heritage value 
or interest. 

o Full recording and documentation of the built 
heritage resource and its associated cultural 
heritage landscape including a list of 
salvageable items if the structure is to be 
demolished. 

o Salvage of elements of the built heritage 
resource for incorporation into other 
structures. 

BHR 10 Residence 18929 2nd 
Concession 

Indirect Impact 
The residence will experience a change in its setting 
through alterations to the 2nd Concession including land 
acquisition, road widening and road improvement 
including a sidewalk and increased traffic. 
 
Listed on the Heritage East Gwillimbury Heritage 
Advisory Committee heritage Inventory. 

Remedial landscaping as needed. 

CHL 11 Farm Complex 18969 2nd 
Concession 

Indirect Impact 
The farm complex will experience a change in its setting 
through alterations to the 2nd Concession including land 
acquisition, road widening and road improvement 

Remedial landscaping as needed. 
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Site # Resource 
Type  

Location Description of Impact/Heritage Status Recommended Mitigation 

including a sidewalk and increased traffic. 
 
Listed on the Heritage East Gwillimbury Heritage 
Advisory Committee heritage Inventory. 
 

CHL 12 Farm Complex 19064 2nd 
Concession 

Indirect Impact 
The farm complex will experience a change in its setting 
through alterations to the 2nd Concession including land 
acquisition, road widening and road improvement 
including a sidewalk and increased traffic. 
 

Remedial landscaping as needed. 

BHR 13 Residence 19325 2nd 
Concession 

Indirect Impact 
The residence will experience a change in its setting 
through alterations to the 2nd Concession including land 
acquisition, road widening and road improvement 
including a sidewalk and increased traffic. 
 

Remedial landscaping as needed. 

BHR 14 Residential 19332 2nd 
Concession  

Direct Impact 
Acquisition of property for road widening will result in the 
removal or demolition of the residence. 
 

The mitigation recommendations include: 
o Completion of a Cultural Heritage Evaluation 

Report (CHER) to determine heritage value or 
interest if needed. 

o Retention of the existing built heritage 
resource in situ if considered to be of 
sufficient heritage value or interest. 

o Relocation of the existing built heritage 
resource in a new location on its current site if 
considered to be of sufficient heritage value or 
interest. 

o Relocation of the existing built heritage 
resource to an appropriate new site nearby in 
its municipality, preferably in the vicinity of 
the existing site to preserve its historical value 
if considered to be of sufficient heritage value 
or interest. 

o Full recording and documentation of the built 
heritage resource and its associated cultural 
heritage landscape including a list of 
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Site # Resource 
Type  

Location Description of Impact/Heritage Status Recommended Mitigation 

salvageable items if the structure is to be 
demolished. 

o Salvage of elements of the built heritage 
resource for incorporation into other structures.. 

 
CHL 18 Farm Complex 19668 2nd 

Concession 
Indirect Impact 
The farm complex will experience a change in its setting 
through alterations to the 2nd Concession including land 
acquisition, road widening and road improvement 
including a sidewalk and increased traffic. 
 

Remedial landscaping as needed. 

BHR 20 Residence 19822 2nd 
Concession  

Direct Impact 
Acquisition of property for road widening will result in the 
removal or demolition of the residence. 
 

A Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER) 
was completed in March 2011 by URS Canada 
Inc. in response to the EA Study for planned 
changes to the alignment of Doane Road. This 
report determined the mid 19th century residence is 
of cultural heritage significance and worthy of 
preservation. The mitigation recommendations 
include: 
o Relocation of the existing built heritage 

resource in a new location on its current site if 
considered. 

o Relocation of the existing built heritage 
resource to an appropriate new site nearby in 
its municipality, preferably in the vicinity of 
the existing site to preserve its historical 
value. 

o Full recording and documentation of the built 
heritage resource and its associated cultural 
heritage landscape including a list of 
salvageable items if the structure is to be 
demolished. 

o Salvage of elements of the built heritage 
resource for incorporation into other structures 
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